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Juneja objector rejects racism claims
A COMPLAINANT in the case
against former councillor
Monika Juneja has described
as 'deeply offensive' claims
that racism was one of the
reasons the issue was
pursued.

Last Monday (June 15), Ms
Juneja was sentenced to 14
months imprisonment, sus-
pended for two years, at the
Old Bailey, after previously
admitting a string of forgery
offences and pretending to
be a barrister.

Speaking after the sentenc-
ing, Ms Juneja said the case

was brought about not be-
cause of something she did
wrong, but it was to do with
her work on the local plan,
and maintained that racism
and her background was a
factor.

The crimes stretched back
for 14 years, and came to light
when she took up a senior
planning role at Guildford
Borough Council, to which
she was elected in 2011.

Ms Juneja's conduct was
questioned by greenbelt
campaigners, and one of
those was Julian Cranwell.

Mr Cranwell said: "When I
first took up the matter with
the council and the police, I
had no idea she was a crimi-
nal. I merely objected she
was in public office and lied
about the fact she was a
barrister."

He thought that was a con-
travention of the council's
code of conduct, and said he
was 'flabbergasted' that the
council did not do anything
about it. He described an in-
dependent investigation as a
'complete whitewash.'

"The council still has a lot

to answer for," he said. "As to
racist claims, I have no idea
where they come from. To
call me racist is deeply
offensive.

"I have always been vehe-
mently anti-racist and I have
done everything I can to pre-
vent any sort of racist com-
ments and activity through-
out my life. I have lived all
over the world and I don't
think that would have gone
very well if I was a racist."

He said that of all the peo-
ple he knew who had com-
plained in the matter, there
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Leader
quits

Monika
firm role

THE leader of Guildford
Borough Council has stepped
down as director of a company
run by former councillor
Monika Juneja.

Stephen Mansbridge be-
came director of Hit
Consultancy, which has oper-
ated under a number different
names including Suenita
Contracting Services, A Legal
Answer, and Juneja Business
Ltd, in July 2014.

Cllr Mansbridge acted as a
character witness in support of
Ms Juneja at the Old Bailey af-
ter she admitting forging her
qualifications and pretending
to be a barrister. He resigned
as director of the company at
the end of May.

In his register of interests,
he is now listed as a share-
holder in the business, which
operates from Ms Juneja's
home address in Doverfield
Road, Guildford.

"I stepped down as a direc-
tor," Cllr Mansbridge said. "I'm
still involved, that is quite clear
in my register of interests. I
just decided to do it, obviously
for a reason, it is really so that I
have got a lesser involvement
but nothing more than that."

He is still listed on his regis-
ter of interests as the director
of the now-dissolved Two Hit
Consultancy Ltd.

Ms Juneja is still a director
of One Hit Consulting, which
says on its website it offers re-
cruitment services and CV
writing tailored to clients'
needsu_ r _

was never a suspicion of rac-
ism, and that it was all 'to do
with wrongdoing!

Ms Juneja also said she
had death threats, and a
'thick file of harassing emails!

Mr Cranwell said he was
not aware of any threats of
abuse.

In 2011, Liberal Democrat
Ted Mayne lost his seat in the
Burpham ward in the local
election, with one of the two
seats available being won by
Ms Juneja,

He said it was a great pity
that for the best part of the
last two years, she has been
out of action as a councillor.

"I have to say it has not
been nice for Burpham to not
have a councillor," Mr Mayne
said.

He said that whilst_M"
Juneja lied onTTeTpublic ma-
terial in the run up to the
election that she was a quali-
fied barrister, he could not
say whether it would have
made a difference to the re-
sult if she had told the truth.

"I feel slightly miffed this
may have affected the elec-
torates," he said. "I got in
originally because I was a
Liberal Democrat when we
were popular, and I lost my
when we were unpopular, so
that is just politics."


